Date: 

Senator/Assemblymember ______________________
Legislative Office Building
Albany, NY 12248
Dear
As a constituent and caring member of the community, I request your support for legislation that would assist children and families who are affected by autism, neuro-behavioral disorders, and other mental health problems.  Currently, there are five bills are under consideration by the New York State Legislature that would help to address the challenges of autism, including early diagnosis and intervention. These proposals include:
A.8251/S.6201:  Directs the Commissioner of Health and Commissioner of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities to jointly publish rules and regulations requiring pediatric health care providers to screen children beginning at the age of 18 months for autism spectrum disorders during each wellness and preventative care examinations.
 A.8625-A/S.5831-A: Directs the Commissioner of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities to study and report the costs to the state for the early diagnosis of and long-term treatment for individuals with autism spectrum disorder.
A.8996/S.5986: Requires all teachers to complete training in the areas of autism and directs the Commissioner of Education to assure that training is included in all teacher certification programs. 
A.8998/S.5985:  Relates to establishing a universal child health passport to universally consent to the transfer or release of pertinent records and information to certain groups without individual consent of the parent or guardian of a child.
A.9075/S.6200: Provides for behavioral wrap-around demonstration projects combining services through the Office of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities, the Office of Mental Health and the Department of Health.

A.6888/S.6123: Provides for expanded insurance coverage for the treatment and diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorders.

In 2007, a study conducted by the American Academy of Pediatrics of autism spectrum disorders (ASD) demonstrated that 1 in 91 children between the ages of 3 and 17 in the United States were diagnosed with ASD.  I strongly urge you to support the passage of these important legislations to provide early screening and intervention for children.  These bills will provide education for teachers, a passport system for families to easily access health services and a mechanism to gather data to increase the efficacy of our health systems.  These bills will help children with autism, neuro-behavioral disorders, and other mental health problems achieve their full potential, and I strongly urge you to support them. 
Thank you for your time and consideration regarding this incredibly important matter.
Yours truly,


